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In 2009, the Brighton & Hove Food
Partnership, Food Matters and other
community food groups in the city
were awarded Beacon funding of
almost £500,000 over four years
from the Big Lottery to run an urban
growing project. Harvest Brighton &
Hove is now celebrating a busy and
successful first year. The project is
driven by the vision of a sustainable
food system where more food is
provided from within the city, and
which is accessible to all local
residents. The primary aim is to get
people growing their own food —
whether this is in their own back
gardens, on allotments, or in unusual

spaces such as public parks, areas
of empty land around housing
estates or container gardening on
balconies. The project offers
training to individuals and
community groups and supports
the development of new projects.
Harvest’s range of projects are
delivered by partners across the
city, including the Whitehawk
Community Food Project,
Moulsecoomb Forest Garden,
Brighton & Hove FareShare, Fork
and Dig It, the Brighton
Permaculture Trust, the Brighton &
Hove Allotment Federation, and
supported by Brighton & Hove City
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Council and NHS Brighton & Hove.
As a Beacon project Harvest will
share learning and exchange
information with projects across the
UK and beyond and is being
evaluated by the University

of Brighton.

[£'s havd 4o believe it's been a year since the Hawest team first walked imto an
empty office at the Food Partnership. Since then we've made contact with
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thousands of people across the city who want o qrow their own and eat move local

many exi

- Veconneof/'ng with hea

Wer the past year, we've been inspived by the
sting and new communtty projects that

hiev €ood, w,

food. Thig ittevest in't ust a passing trend; it's” about improving ouwr qpality of life
hz/ r’fZ outdoor cpaces and with our ne[gﬂwwg.

are /\e/pmg encuve the benetits of £ood growing ave
accessible even in the most dicadvartaged communitios in our city.
These projects depend on committed volurteers, and we ave pleased
5o many new peaple ave Keen 1o be involved with Havvest and local
food growing projects. In othenwise Aitficult tives, thege projects help
bring people tagether 1o develop new skills and gain confidence and o
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vencwed sensé of community. In vetum we ave’keen 1o leam from thew [
how 1o ivprove our services and weet the needs of pesple in the city.
Ao ouv first Hawest celebrations dvaw 1o 2 cloge, we've lookin =
Lorwad 1o pove work with compunitios 1o €ind out what they want
from €ood growing and 1o help them achieve this - cowing the eeds -

for another bourtiéul year of activity in 20|
Jess Cracker, Hawvest /(/(mmger
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A key aim of Harvest is to ensure
that food growing and local food
become an integral part of life in the
city well after the project is finished.
We want local and national policy to
recognise the benefits that food
growing brings to the social and
economic development of the city,
providing opportunities for
developing skills, volunteering,
improving health, reducing carbon
emissions and our environmental
impact. We have been successful in
ensuring that the Core Strategy,
which will provide a framework for
future development in the city,
makes several references to food
growing. Work has now started on
developing planning guidance for
new developments to include food
growing, a pioneering piece of work
which will be of use elsewhere in the

THE COMING YEEAR

What we are looking forward to

‘Breaking new ground’ and developing community projects on land other

than allotments

More networking and support for local food projects
Awarding grants to support more community and school-based cooking and

growing projects

More targeted work with different communities in Brighton & Hove
More events and activities to build on the success of Local Food Week’s
business competition, film screening, picnic and food swap events

THANK YOU...

country. The team has presented

papers at conferences — including

the Royal Institute of Chartered

Surveyors conference in Paris, and

the British Sociological Society in

London. We want to show people

outside the city what great work is

happening here, share the lessons

we are learning and the examples of

best practice being developed.

This residents group had been
struggling to find new members,
and all of a sudden this exciting
project hit a really positive note
and nine residents have come
Jorwanrd to join the tenants
association and take forward
the project.

Graham Allen, Community
Development worker working with
South Hawk Tenants Association to
create a community garden

Photo©Vera Zhakarov

Brighton & Hove 'F6_0d T
Partnership i

.5rvest@bhfbod.org.lik‘
-harvest-bh.org.uk -

New food markets, shops and community projects to increase food access TESEE :

An expansion to the demonstration garden to show what can be grown on

balconies, patios and in herb beds

More work with secondary schools to give young people a chance to learn

to grow

LOTTERY FUNDED
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